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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Okutsu (US 4,701,595). Okutsu is considered to disclose the claimed 
assembly comprising: 

a hair dryer (please see column 4 line 38 and figures 4-12) having a grip, the grip 
having first and second ends; 

a dryer head 20 attached to the second end of the grip; 

a switch 40 moveable between an OFF position in which the hair dryer is not 
energized and an ON position in which the hair dryer is energized; and 

a receptacle 50 for receiving the hair dryer therein, the receptacle having a 
channel configured to receive at least a portion of the grip, the channel further 
comprising: 

a switch recess 27 sized and shaped to complementarily receive at least a 
portion of the switch; and 

a switch projection adjacent to the switch recess and projecting outwardly from 
the channel, wherein the switch projection abuts the switch when the switch is in the ON 
position, thereby preventing insertion of the hair dryer into the receptacle when the 
switch is in the ON position (please see column 6 jines 61-66). Examiner has given 
applicants claim recitation "receptacle" its broadest reasonable interpretation in light of 
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the specification; From the specification the claimed receptacle includes holders, which 
attach to a generally planar surface for receiving and storing a hair dryer therein. The 
primary reference Okutsu , the grip handle 50 or switch handle 40 perform the 
patentably equivalent function as the claimed receptacle. A separate cradle having the 
claimed function, apart from the claimed hair dryer, appears to be patentably unique but 
the claimed feature is commonly found in the ironing technology (see cited prior art in 
this action) or in the cordless telephone technology. Okutsu is considered to also 
disclose the claimed switch recess shape 27, outward switch projection (column 6 lines 
6-61), complementary engaging projection (column 7 lines 1-5), and cavity 11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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Claims 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okutsu. Okutsu is considered to disclose the claimed invention, as discussed above 
under the anticipatory rejection, except for the claimed generally semi-spherical shape. 
It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to have a generally semi- 
spherical shape for the claimed invention, since applicants have not discussed the 
patentable distinction over the claimed shape of that shown in the prior art, particularly 
the primary reference. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Reference N cited in this action teaches technology which 
prevents deenergizing of an appliance in an attempt to place an energized appliance in 
a receptacle. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Gravini whose telephone number is 703 308 
7570. The examiner can normally be reached on normal weekday business hours (east 
coast time). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ira S. Lazarus can be reached on 703 308 1935. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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July 9, 2004 




